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I SLAVERY BY INJUNCTION i 

♦ 4 1 


G RIMLY, with inexorable 
precision, one sombre 
scene follows the other 
in this gloomy tragedy — the 
great coal strike. The news- 
papers, now wailing, now thund- 
ering, surcharge the atmosphere 
with wicked insinuation and 
bold and false recriminations 
It is like the cry of the violins 
when the tragedy in the theatre 
unf Ids itself It is terrible 
this struggle, this industrial up 
heaval, this torment, this great 
living convulsion. Mirth has 
flown. You hear only the 
moans of the stricken millions 
and the crunching of the great, 
grinding machinery of the law. 


On the one side are dainty- 
fingered men with small, smooth, 
velvety bodies actuated by big 
brains, cultured men rustling in 
the silks of refinement of living, 
very safe, and very secure from 
the poverties and the hunger 
tortures of existence, great cap- 
tains in the huge industrial 
armies where sanguinary con- 
flicts are viciously fought with 
pen and ink and a little paper 
On the other side, among the 
opposing forces, are the miners, 
big, rough, hearty, truthful, 
simple, and useful men who live 
by brawn and not by brain, 
500,000 such men and their 
wives and their children, some 


3.000. 000 souls who labor and 
live and work and die to keep 
us warm and comfortable in our 
northern homes all on the muni- 
ficent salary of about $650.00 a 
year. Back of this is a great re- 
serve, alert and determined 

4.000. 000 members of the Ameri 
can Federation of Labor and 
their families, some 20,000,000 
cf humans, who stand quiverin* 
and tense in the noise and the 
shock and concussion of the im 
pact between these groups. 

God help us all if the real 
clash comes and it certainly wil 
come, if not to-day or to-morrow, 
then on one of the early to- 
morrows, unless these men with 
their smooth velvety bodies and 
their big brains begin to use 
their brains. 

All these forces of money and 
might and brain are afoot in 
the world because of an insig- 


nificant fact, the issuance of an 
injunction. In human history 
it is always the pigmy thing 
which causes human monstrosi- 
ties — monstrosities of bloody 
war and the travail of death. 
I refer to the stand taken by 
the mine operators that they 
will not arbitrate these disputes 
unless the men first return to 
w n rk. What a solemn jest! 

Suppose a contractor was 
building a giant structure and 
he had a disagreement with his 
employer over a breach of con- 
tract. Suppose he applied to 
the courts for an adjustment. 
Did you e^ r er hear of a court de- 
manding that the contractor re- 
turn to work and complete his 
contract, before the case could 
be heard ? Thore has never been 
sv»ch a case Why? Because the 
proposition is so utterly ridicul- 
ous that it would be laughed out 
-f court. 

In this Industrial dispute the 
doers and the mine ow^ 0 ^ can- 
not agree upon terms. Obvious- 

the^e is but one thing to do. 
Negotiate a settlement based 
”pon conditions that will be ac- 
ceptable to b^th parties If no 
oorree'^ent can be reached then 
ht arbitrators make an adiust- 
*~ent. The pm’ut at issue is ar- 
bitration and the awards of ar- 
bitration In God’s name what 
hns the s^bmet of work to do 
with the issue? 

Suppose that an empkver 
with a factnrv is dissatisfied 
with the industrial market and 
ccmmeueial environments *nd 
^pterHues to el^se tus sh^p. 
thr^winvy thnncaods of workers 
m**t "f work Did yon e^er hear 
~f the c^urt issuing an iniunc- 
+ ion re<5tr°inin<* him because of 
*be hardships that would be vi- 
sited ur>on mbless w en ? 

Ts there anv mon of kr^e 
brains living in this age who 
"enuipelv hebe^es that whether 
men are satisfied or not. whet- 
her they are starving or not, 

(Continued on page 9 .) 
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The final stages of the long 
drawn-out struggle over the Grand 
Trunk agreement are now in sight. 
On Monday the opposition on the 
third reading moved a series of 
amendments, not with any hope of 
carrying them, but with the idea 
of being on record in case the re- 
sult of the arbitration and the 
whole transaction proved as un- 
popular and unsatisfactory as the 
C. N. R. finale. 

Mr. Fielding moved that the 
agreement be referred to a com- 
mission of inquiry before anything 
further was done but his motion 
was defeated by 91 to 50. 

Mr. Mackenzie King then moved 
that a provision be added that the 
agreement between the company 
and the government in its final 
form be submitted to Parliament 
for ratification. Speaking for a full 
hour, he asserted that from a bu- 
siness standpoint the transaction 
was without parallel in the history 
of Canada. The amount involved 
was one quarter of the national 
debt at least, yet the bill was being 
rushed through with unseemly 
haste. No information had been se- 
cured as to how the United States 
would regard the operation within 
their borders of a system of rail- 
ways by a foreign government. 

Turning to the financial situation, 
Mr. tong asserted, what is pro- 
bably true, that the government 
owes the banks the money now 
being raised by the Victory Loan 
and that a further loan will be ne- 
cessary next year. The measure, in 
his opinion, combined all the defects 
of public and private ownership. 
The action of the Cabinet had been 
autocratic and arbitrary, and he 
warned them that Bolshevism had 
originated in such proceedings. It 
was a tolerably good speech and 
some fair points were made in it. 

Mr. Meighen has had a magni- 
ficent field for the exercise of his 
special abilities in this controversy. 
He is a political advocate of the 
first order — give him a definite 
case to master and defend and he 
will perform the task with great 
thoroughness and efficiency. He 
has lived with this Grand Trunk 
problem for two years and as a re- 
sult knows it from stem to stern, 
and he speaks with a confidence 
and authority on it which no one 
else can approach. He has great 
gifts df sarcasm and is “a master 
of flouts and jeers”, but he often 
uses a sledgehammer to drive in 
tacks, which is to say he is as 
ready to turn his darts of con- 
temptuous eloquence upon obscure 
backbenchers as upon ex-Ministers. 
Of course he has to, by reason of the 
ineptitude of his colleagues, of whom 
comparatively few graced the debate 
at all. It is rumored some of them 
have little enthusiasm of the pro- 
ject. But Mr. Meighen has added 
to his Parliamentary reputation 


and has now obvious title to the 
possession of the foremost conserv- 
ative intellect in the country. 

He dealt severely with Mr. King, 
accusing him of resort to demagogic 
platitudes and hackneyed phrases. 
He harked back to the original G. 
T.P. legislation in 1893, which had 
left the country with .a load of 
debt. The agreement in that case 
had been made without the sanc- 
tion of Parliament. The country 
and the government could both put 
complete trust in the Chief-Justice 
of the Exchequer Court. To bring 
down the agreement to Parliament 
for ratification would be a waste 
of time. In due course it would be 
submitted, but the while it was 
being prepared the Government did 
not wish to mark time. Mr. King’s 
amendment was thereafter reject- 
ed by 90 to 55, Mr. Johnston, Lost 
Mountain and Mr. Foster, York, 
voting with the opposition. 

Then a western insurgent, Mr. J. 
A. Campbell, of Nelson, seconded 
bV Mr. Maharg, surprised the House 
by moving an amendment that the 
sixty millions of 4% guaranteed 
stock whose obligations the gov- 
ernment were assuming, outright, 
should be included in the arbitration. 
It was, he said, in the interest of the 
country that everything doubtful 
relating to the transaction should 
be arbitrated and there was some 
doubt that undue favoritism had 
been shown to a special class of 
shareholders. 

Mr. Fielding advised the oppo- 
sition to vote for the amendment 
and Mr. Meighen exhorted his fol- 
lowing to vote it down on the 
ground that it would break faith 
with the Company. In his speech 
he made one ominous statement. He 
said, if the arbitrators found that 
the $94,000,000 invested in the 
Grand Trunk Pacific by the Can- 
adian people was lost for ever, the 
Grand Trunk would be compelled to 
pay a large proportion of these 
losses. 

Why, pray, should not the Grand 
Trunk be compelled to pay every 
cent of these losses for which they 
are solely responsible? Is there 
any reason why this country should 
rush to the help of a railway com- 
pany which has failed to make 
good and not to the assistance of 
every trader who fails in his busi- 
ness? 

On this division the Government 
majority sank to 26, Messrs. Knox, 
Burnham, Johnston and Douglas 
as well as the mover and seconder 
voting with the Liberals. 

Mr. J. J. Denis then moved that 
*he award of the arbitrators be not 
approved till it was endorsed by 
he House and Mr. Parent followed 
with a particularly stupid and 
pointless amendment asking that 
"he G.T. lines in the U.S.A. be not 
, taken over. Both were defeated and 


the last found four Liberals voting 
against it. 

All four, Messrs. Pardee, Kennedy, 
McCoig and Euler hailed from West- 
ern Ontario and were cognisant of 
the hopeless folly of separating the 
Grand Trunk lines in Canada from 
their American connections. Evid- 
ently alarmed lest further foolish- 
ness* of a similar nature be per- 
petrated, Mr. Robb, the Liberal whip, 
moved the six months hoist, which 
was defeated by 84 to 31. The bill 
then received its third reading at 
2.30 a.m. on Wednesday morning 
and proceeded to the Senate. 

There had been a lot of brave 
talk about what the venerable sena- 
tors were prepared to do to the 
measure. Most of them have a 
hearty detestation of public owner- 
ship, and many have strong per- 
sonal affiliations with the finan- 
cial interests who have been so 
vociferous in their hostility to the 
Bill. The Government had secretly 
threatened an election if the Bill 
was defeated, in which abolition 
of the senate and railway national- 
ization would be the issues. 

While the threat was not taken 
very seriously, many senators ob- 
viously did not like the idea of 
their venerated house of refuge 
becoming the direct object of po- 
pular attack on the hustings. So 
there was little expectation that 
anything very serious would happen 
to the bill. 

It was almost diverting to hear 
Sir James Lougheed, who has long 
been one of the prime buttresses of 
the “ interests” in Parliament, ad- 
vocating public ownership when he 
introduced the bill. However, it 
should be recalled that in a pre- 
voius speech Sir James had given 
it as his opinion that the time 
might come when it would be advis- 
able to hand over our national sys- 
tem of railways to some great and 
powerful corporation to run for us 
and that in his belief we would be 
fortunate to secure its services. So 
Sir James’ advocacy of the merits 
of public ownership may be accept- 
ed with some reserve. 

After Senator Bostoek had re- 
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plied for the Liberals and criticized 
the measure, Senator W. B. Ross, 
of Middleton, a Tory, moved an 
amendment to the effect that con- 
sideration of the bill be deferred 
to another session. Senator Ross is 
possessed of as great capacity for 
public life as any man in either 
House; he is, of course, firmly con- 
servative in his views, but he has 
a first-rate knowledge of law and 
constitutional questions and is both 
a student and a thinker. He enter- 
ed into a careful examination of 
many aspects of the bill and criti- 
cisms which he offered were far 
more deadly than the whole ad- 
vanced by the opposition members 
in the Commons. He spoke with 
knowledge and conviction. He dis- 
posed of their idea that the Grand 
Trunk were deserving of any special 
generosity. Reading extracts from 
the life of Sir Rivers Wilson, their 
President in 1903, he showed that 
they entered, into the G.T.P. under- 
taking with their eyes open and he 
disproved the theory that the Grand 
Trunk had in the past been treated 
unfairly as compared with the C.P. 
R. and C.N.R. He showed that the 
bogy raised of the danger of the 
C.P.R. acquiring the G. T. was non- 
sensical, as the law provided that 
the consent of Parliament must be 
obtained for such a transaction. He 
pointed out how the Government 
were entering into the transaction 
with insufficient data upon what 
would be the effect of uniting the 
G.T. to the Canadian National 
Railway system in regard to freight 
from American lines. The G.T. car- 
ried a lot of American freight 
eastward because it reciprocated 
in sending westward freight over 
other American railways. If it had 
to send all its westward freight by 
the C.N.R. system, it will lose east- 
ward freight from American lines. 

He also unfolded numerous dif- 
ficulties which might arise when 
our Government owned railways 
coming under the jurisdiction of 
at least seven state legislatures and 
the Federal administration of the 
U.S.A. He complained that no 
guiding principle for the arbitra- 
tion had been laid down and said 
that there were as many ways of 
fixing the value of a railway prop- 
erty as of killing a cat. Parlia- 
ment might well lay down such 
guiding principles. For these va- 
rious reasons he was opposed to tha 
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bill and saw no reason for haste. 
In his opinion it might have done 
no harm to the Grand Trunk to 
have a receiver appointed. 

Senator Robertson replied to this 
attack, but the amandment found 
strong support from the Govern- 
ment benches, Senators Foster, 
Nicholls, McLennan and White all 
speaking against the bill. 

Senator McLennan urged great 
caution on the ground that it was, 
alas, only too obvious that the time 
was not far distant when a multi- 
tude of wild democrats and reform- 
ers, unversed in the arts of Gov 
ernment, would be in power at Ot- 
tawa, and when they ventured upon 
rash and radical experiments, as 
surely they would, and the sane 
people of the country began to 
protest and call for delay, these 
sane people would be rudely remind- 
ed how the Unionist Government 
in 1919 rushed through this Grand 
Trunk Bill without adequate con- 
sideration and consultation of the 
people. The Government were an- 
xious about the division and took 
the precaution of filling two of the 
senatorial vacancies by appointing 
Col. Gerald White, late Tory mem- 
ber for North Renfrew, and that 
political derelict, Mr. William 
Proudfoot, ex-Tory member for 
North Renfrew. There is no cri- 
ticism . of Col. White’s selection 
as he was always a moderate 
man and personall popular with 
all parties, but there is mucn 
laughter and, in Tory circles, indign- 
ation at the promotion of Mr. 
Proudfoot. In it is discerned the 
hand of the arch-schemer Mr. N. W. 
Rowell, who wields an uncanny in- 
fluence in the councils of the gov- 
ernment far out of proportion to 
his weight in the country, or the 
Commons. Mr. Proudfoot has long 
been his “poor silly vassal” and 
his translation to the Senate is 
probably the fruit of a bargain 
struck at the time of Mr. Proud- 
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foot’s hasty conversion to Union- 
ism. Mr. Rowell and his friends 
cling fiercely to the teachings of 
the Biblical doctrine that “the 
elect of the lord must not beg their 
bread in the streets”. When a di- 
vision was taken on the Ross 
^amendment, it was lost by the nar- 
row majority of 39 to 35. Eight 
Tories voted with the opposition, 
their names being Nicholls, Ross, 
Foster, Gordon, Maclennan, Mont- 
plaisir, Fowler and White and one 
Liberal, Senator Todd, was with 
the Government. Then the Govern- 
ment accepted an amendment that 
a limit of $5,000,000 per annum 
should be fixed as an amount which 
the arbitrators could not exceed 
in ginving their reward. This in- 
cludes the $2,500,000 to be paid as 
annual interest on the guaranteed 
stock. Senator Lynch-Staunton very 
properly, tried to get the annual 
maximum cut down by at least half 
a million but failed. They also re- 
jected a proposal that the guar- 
anteed stock should come under the 
arbitration. The maximum of $5, 
000,000 per annum is absurdly high 
and if the arbitrators give any such 
award to the G.T. shareholders 
there will be an uproar from Hali 
fax to Vancouver beside which the 
outciy over the C.N.R. deal will 
appear a mere whisper. With this 
amendment fixing a maximum, the 
bill received its various readings 
and will now return to the Com- 
mons who will accept the alter- 
ations. 

As soon as the Grand Trunk pro- 
blem had been passed on to the 
Senate, the House of Commons 
turned its attention to the report 
of the Parliamentary Committee on 
soldiers’ reestablishment, which had 
been engaged in an extensive in- 
quiry for the previous month. The 
suggestions outlined in the report 
were numerous, but fell far short of 
the demands of the Great War Vet- 
erans’ Association, while between 
them and the Flynn proposals a 
wide gulf yawned. Mr. Calder 
moved that the House adopt the 
report and urged this course in a 
long and dreary speech which was 
simply a rehash of the arguments 
advanced in the report mixed up 
with some rambling discursions of 
his own. There is nothing to con- 
vince or inspire in Mr. Calder ’s 
speeches; they are always pieces 
of special pleading to meet the needs 
of a political exigency and t.ny sign 
of a prasp of wide principles or of 
larger views is invariably absent. 
He was anxious to get the report 
through and the question shelved 
and he hinted very broadly that if 
it was not accepted, the Govern- 
ment would find it necessary to re- 
sign. He rightly guessed that in 
present state of affairs the prospect 
of an election would strike a chill 
into the boldest Unionist heart. 

He was followed by Major An- 
drews, a soldier-member from Win- 
nipeg, who moved an amendment 
to the effect that the report be not 
accepted but that the more exten- 
sive proposals which the G.W.VA, 
had put up to the •ommitU* should 


be accepted and inserted in the re- 
port instead. He delivered a clear- 
cut speech intimating that the G. 
W.V.A. stood by this as their mini- 
mum demand. There then ensued a 
prolonged discussion, in which a 
large number of members took part. 
Government satellites like E. W. 
Nesbitt and Dr. Edwards defended 
the report and Sir George Foster 
reinforced the threat of resigna-. 
tion which Mr. Calder also reiterat- 
ed. But there also developed an 
alarming amount of support for the 
Andrews amendment. From the 
Unionist benches Messrs. Cockshut, 
W. F. Maclean, Hocken and others 
intimated their dissatisfaction with 
the committee ’s proposals and si- 
gnified if not their absolute appro- 
val of the Andrews amendment, a 
desire for setter treatment for the I 
soldiers and intended to vote for 
it. Messrs. Reid, Campbell and 
Burnham from the cross-benches 
took a similar line ands Messrs. 
Fielding and Turgeon, from the 
Liberal side of the House, intimated 
that the opposition were for the 
most part ready to back up Major 
Andrews. There was a prospect of 
at least 20 bolters on the Govern- 
ment side and great alarm ensued. 
Mr. Calder hastily asserted that the 
door would not be closed to further 
good works for the soldiers and said 


there would be conferences with the 
G. W.V.A. But it still looked as if 
the Government might be in danger 
of defeat and there was much scur- 
rying to and fro to hunt up the 
laggards. 

But Mr. Mackenzie King oddly 
enough, came to the rescue of the 
Ministry. He moved that the re- 
port be sent back for the recon- 
sideration of the committee and 
injected a partisan flavor into his 
remarks. It at once roused anta- 
gonism and when Col. Currie, who 
is very unpopular with his party, 
announced he would support the 
King amendment, the Government 
was saved. Major Andrews seized 
the opportunity to withdraw his 
amendment and that of Mr. King 
was rejected by 100 to 35, a very 
large majority. The Liberal mem- 
bers of the committee declined to 
vote and others walked out. 

The report was subsequently 
adopted, but any one who imagines 
that the problem has been settled 
labors under a deep delusion. Sup- 
ply and prohibition are the only two 
items of importance which remain 
to be dealt with and prorogation 
may be expected early next week. 

J. A. S. 
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Wanted— A Guardian Angel 


(Frances Fenwick Williams.) 


Who does not crave a Guardian 
Angel? There are so many things 
we should like to be protected from. 
At heart we are all parasites and 
clinging vines. 

But we must not cling to Mr. W. 

F. O’Connor! 

Now when I say n we n I mean 
the men, women and children of 
Montreal. 

Arnold Bennett in his clever 
“Buried Alive” alludes feelingly 
to a being who belongs to the most 
sensitive of sexes, and who has 
reached the most tenderly timid and 
wistfully affectionate of ages — and 
then goes on to explain that the 
being in question is a man of fifty- 
six! The world, dear reader — Can- 
ada — Montreal — i» filled with in- 
numerable specimens of just such 
clinging vines, who never dare to 
hit out for themselves, who ha- 
bitually pay people to do their 
thinking and their acting for them, 
who waste their gentle lives in vain- 
ly longing for that highly desirable 
but purely mythical appendage — , 
a Guardian Angel. A Guardian 
Angel who will perform their civic 
and other duties, who will shield 
them from all troublesome problems 
and all harassing situations, who 
will protect them from every ill . 
ineluding work. 

They never find one. 

And I do hereby serve notice on 
all concerned that it is particularly 1 
futile for any clinging vine of fift- 
six or any other age to try to cling 
to Mr. W. F. O’Cononr, who empha- 
tically refuses to be clung to. “The 
Board of Commerce is not a Guard- 
ian Angel for the community”, he 
has publicly stated when exposed 
to criticism because of his findings 
re milk in Montreal. 

So there you are! 

Mr. O’Connor is not our Guard- 
ian Angel. 

Then who is? 

Bear in mind, if you please, that 
we need a Guardian Angel very 
badly. The most important asset of 
our nation — the child — is being 
cheerfully consigned to the already 
over - crowed cemetery by such 
eminently respectable and efficient 
channels as the high cost of milk, 
the lack of publi-c intelligence 
or pity, and the un-Guardian- 
Angelic qualities of the Board 
of Commerce. So it behooves to 
polish our metaphorical glasses, set- j 
tie them figuratively — firmly on our 
figurative noses, look carefully 
about us — and try to discover who 
our Guardian Angels are. 

A delicate and a burning ques- 
tion! 

Are the milkmen, for example, 
our Guardian Angels? We must not 
shrink from asking this question 
even though we know that the 
answer must be in the negative* 


The milkmen are not our Guardian 
Angels. 

Are the Administrative Commis- 
sioners our Guardian Angels? Nay. 

Are our representatives at Otta- 
wa our Guardian Angels? Not so. 

And we already know from un- 
impeachable and first-hand author- 
ity that Mr. W. F. O’Connor is not. 
not. 

May I state, in passing, that I 
do not in the least blame Mr. 
O’Connor for eschewing with some- 
thing like affright the role assign- 
ed. For Mr. O’Connor was a Guard- 
ian Angel to Canada once — and re- 
ceived a fitting reward. Do you re- 
member George Ade’s mournful 
statement — “Virtue is its only re- 
ward”? Well, that is the reward 
that Mr. O’Connor got. He did his 
! duty like a man, was* promptly 
hustled off the Food Board by his 
indignant confreres, and was never 
either defended or reinstated by the 
Canadian public whom he had done 
his best to protect. So I fancy Mr. 
O’Connor got his fill of Guardian- 
Angel-ship! I vision him as mur- 
muring reflectively to his image in 
I the mirror on the morning after 
ejection, “Let this be a lesson to 


you, Mr. W. F., never again to 
dabble in public-spiritedness!” And 
apparently he never — but curb thy- 
self my pen! 

And let us stick firmly to our 
muttons; in other words to the 
burning question of “Who are our 
Guardian Angels in this Matter of- 
Milk”. 

Unhappy that we are! where 
shall we look for guardians, angelic 
or otherwise! Clingers of the vinest 
description, parasites of the most 
pronounced type, we seek vainly 
for something whereto to cling, for 
something to be parasitic to. And 
we find it not. And at the end we 
are driven perforce to emulate the 
wisdom of that Becky Sharp who, 
on discovering that no kind man- 
hunting Mamma appeared on the 
tapis to provide her with a busband, 
wasted no tears, flew into no rages, 
but simply and sadly said, “I must 
j be my own Mamma!” 

We must be our Mammas, dear 
public of Montreal! 

We must be our own Guardian 
Angels or else make up our minds 
L o forever go without these desir- 
able appendages. 

We must protect ourselves or go 
unprotected. 


To rail against Boards of Com- 
merce, Administrative Commissions, 
Houses of Parliament, is futile. We 
who created these institutions can 
bend them to our will — always pro- 
viding that we have a will. But 
have we? 
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It has always been my conten- 
tion that Government of any kind 
cannot rise above the level of the 
people whom it represents. (My 
opinion of Socrates, never low, 
rose by leaps and bounds when I 
discovered lately that he had made 
the same remark to Plato twenty- 
five hundred years ago!) I have 
always felt that there was but one 
trouble with our Governemental 
bodies — viz., that they were repre- 
sentative; that they accurately 
represented our apathy, our ignor- 
ance, our inertia. 

How absurd to suppose, for in- 
stance ,that the condition of af- 
fairs here in our city whereby 
children are systematically thrown 
; nto the scrap heap could last five 
minutes if we really minded it. We 
d^n’t really mind it! And so natur- 
ally the bodies -which represent us 
’on’t really mind it either. 

But if we did mind this condition 
f affairs — we could alter it. And 
the various administrative bodies 
°lected by us, appointed by our re- 
presentatives, would promptly do 
aur bidding — did we issue our com- 
mends. 

The population of Montreal is 
now about eight hundred thousand. 
Supposing that one hundred thous- 
and for one reason or another — 
here are probably one hundred 
L housand criminally inclined indi- 
viduals in Montreal who would 
war against any measure that 
would save life by reducing pro- 
fits — well suppose that one hund- 
red thousand persons did fight 
against us. What of it? If seven 
hundred thousand persons in Mon- 
*real essayed the role of Guardian 
Angels to the children under sent- 
ence of death — that sentence would 
be commuted! 

Let us consider ways and means 
a little. 

The first duty of the self-con- 
stituted Guardian Angels is to pre- 
vent child-slaughter. Surely there 
can be no argument on this point. 

AH Montreal infants must have a 
ufficient supply of good milk to 
ensure them life and health. Again, 
can we dispute this? 

In order to prevent child-slaughter 
"he price of milk must be controlled 
and fixed at a much lower level 
han the present one. 

There are no two ways about it. 
We know that present conditions 
result in death and misery to child- 
ren. Consequently we must alter 
present conditions. If the Board of 
Commerce has no power to alter 
present conditions it must be given 
his power. If it has this power it 
must be made to use this power. 
The one thing that we cannot per- 
mit or countenance is the present 
^?tate of affairs. 

Now suppose we draw up a re- 
solution to be signed by every 
society or body of any importance 
‘n Montreal, and lorwarded to the 
Board of Commerce, to the President 
of the Cabinet Council, to the De- 
puty Minister or the Federal Board 
of Health, to the Administrative 
Commission and to our represent- 
atives in Parliament. Said resolu- 
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tion to run somewhat as follows: — 
Gentlemen, 

Since the war has made the Child 
the most important thing in the 
world; and 

Since the Infant Mortality of 
Montreal has already made our city 
a byword among civilized commun- 
ities and 

Since milk is the one and only 
unsubstituteable food of the child; 
and 

Since statistics show clearly that 
a large and increasing number of 
people are unable to provide their 
children with milk at present 
I rices; and 

Since such a state of affairs 
directly menaces the life and health 
of countless thousands of guiltless 
infants; and 

Since it is intolerable that such 
a state of affairs be allowed to 
continue; and 

Since the Milk Producers ’ Asso- ■ 
ciation of Montreal did not, in our i 
opinion, produce any definite evid- 
ence regarding cost of producing 
milk which warrants the price being 
raised; and 

Since the Milk Distributors were 
not required to produce their books 
and show what profit they had been 
making; and 

Sin.ee milk is selling for 10 cents 
a quart in Ottawa and nobody is 
going bankrupt in the process; 
and 

Since if conditions in Ottawa 
for producing milk are better than 
in Montreal, there is no reason why 
such conditions should not be re- 
produced here; and 

Since one reason for the high 
cost of milk is the high cost of con- 
centrates; and 

Since producers of concentrates 
are able to show large dividends, 


proving that they are making large 
profits; and 

Since apparently no rigorous in- 
vestigation into these concerns has 
been instituted; and 

Since milk is being shipped to 
the U. S., despite the need here ; 
and 

Since bottle breakage and other 
losses -cost $70,000 annually; and 
Since overlapping of distributing 
milk routes in Montreal adds to the 
expense and is unnecessary; and 
Since these and other stupidities 
directly menace the lives and wel- 
fare of Montreal’s infants, invalids, 
and nursing mothers; and 

Since these things can be alter- 
ed; and 

Since we intend that they shall 
be altered; and 

Since we pay the piper; and 
Since we consequently have a 
right to call the tune: 

THEREFORE 

We, the undersigned, do hereby 
entreat the Board of Commerce and 
other lawfully constituted author- 
ities, to put a period to the impend- 
ing massacre of children by examin- 
ing with the utmost care, into the 
causes which lead to the cost of 
milk-producing, and by taking such 
steps to lower said cost as have 
been foufcid efficacious elsewhere. 
« * * 

My suggestion is that all societies 
or agencies of any standing in 
Montreal unite for the protection 
of the child. Let them all draw up 
a set of resolutions similar to the 
above, sign it, and send it. 

We may, I presume, take it for 
granted that the Montreal Council 
of Social Agencies will, through its 
various associated bodies make a 
strong and concerted effort to re- 
medy conditions. But I suggest that 


associations such as the Board of 
Trade, the Chambre de Commerce, 
and similar organization which, 
while not strictly philanthropic need 
not therefore be assumed to be 
grossly inhuman (unless proved so 
out of their own mouths!) be in- 
vited to lend their valuable aid in 
averting the threatened slaughter. 
I further suggest that any associa- 
tion which will not take steps to 
help us be urged to adopt Herod 
as its Guardian Angel; likewite shat 
hat it be blackballed by all reput- 
able members of the community. 

Make no mistake. We are in 
earnest about this matter. We do 
not mean to see Montreal children 
:xterminated. We have no quarrel 
whatever with the farmers or with 
the milkmen. On the contrary, we 
want to help them. We want them 
to get their fair profit ; but we 
want conditions altered so that 
they can get a profit without fill- 
ing the cemetery. 

Last — but not least! — the clergy. 

We beg that all the Montreal 
priesthood and clergy of any and 
every denomination shoulder this, 
their bounden duty, and join in 
signing the proposed resolution. 

“ There is no pain like the pain 
of a new idea!” says Walter Bag- 
shot. It may be a new idea to many 
that cruelty to children is criminal 
whether it be committed indivi- 
dually, ill-temperedly and illegally 
by persons, or whether it be com- 
mitted collectively, cheerfully and 
legally by communities. And this 
new idea may be painful. Neverthe- 
less it is an idea and one which 
we must entertain. Whether children 
be murdered for military neces- 
sity reasons, as in Belgium, or for 
business reasons, as in Montreal — 
murder is murder. And the commun- 
ity that suffers that murder is, if 
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not directly responsible, at least 
accessory before the fact. Please 
oear in mind the simple fact that 
a baby who does not get milk — 
starves. 

“Alas that milk should be so 
dear and human life so cheap”. 
And alas, that it should even be 
necessary to write this article. 

Frances Fenwick Williams. 




■*TG THE MAN IN THE MOON’ 
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I want a change of residence, 

And I hope to find it soon; 

I would take a chance of living 
With you, up in the moon. 

So if you have apartments — 

Or a bungalow to let, 

Just call me on long distance, 

I am easy — quite — to get. 

Please ask for F. MacDonald, 

The man who wrote the bull, 
About the nifty engineers — , 

And the train they did not pull.— 


The time the Prince of Wales came 

here 

* , Across the bounding main, 

4 . And daffy went each engineer 

* j To pull the royal train. 

t 

4 , 

4 ; Now when I w f rote that sonnet, 

* I thought that it was “jake”, 

To advertise the enginemen — 

As well as Blue Sea Lake. 


But man was made to blunder, 
And made to mourn and roam, 
Therefore you need not wonder, 
That I seek another home. 

Too ready with an artful pen 
Has got me in all wrong, 

They’re after me — those engine- 

men — 

And they are big and strong. 

Now I’m N. G. at fighting, 

And at sprinting I’m a dud, 

So they ’ll get me for that writing — 
And my name will then be mud. 

Fred MacDou&id. 
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* OUR SCOTTISH LETTER j 


Glasgow, October 23. 

In trade union circles it is now 
generally known that a great con- 
solidation of the forces of trade 
unionism and the co-operative move- 
ment is being effected. It appears 
that the alliance was worked in a 
small way during the recent rail- 
way strike, and had that crisis con- 
tinued it was the object of the two 
bodies to utilize their common re- 
sources to the full in order to de- 
feat the Government. 

This revelation and subsequent 
development show an amazing re- 
cord of secret diplomacy. The ne- 
gotiations that have been going on 
between the general body of trade 
unions and the Co-operative Socie- 
ties have in view elaborate arrange- 
ments for the contingencies that 
may arise in the event of another 
strike of the widespread character 
of the railway trouble. 

This is clearly borne out in an 
interview given by Mr. Fred Bram- 
ley, assistant secretary of the 
Trade Union Congress Parliamen- 
ary Committee. He said that a basis 
of joint action was arrived at some 
time ago between the Trades 
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Unions Congress Parliamentary 
Committee and the Central Board 
of the Co-operative Union, one of 
the seven clauses being as follows: 
“The consideration of how far it 
is desirable and possible to ensure 
the unrestricted distribution of food 
supplies, or the payment of benefit, 
during important trade disputes, 
by issuing through the various 
branches of the co-operative move- 
ment food coupons ,or loans from 
the Co-operative Wholesale Socie- 
ty’s bank on the security of trade 
union assets”. Advantage was taken 
of that during the strike in Lon- 1 
don to safeguard the interests of 
the trade unionists concerned. 

“We also set out to secure”, said 
Mr. Bramley, “that if the railway 
dispute was extended — if it deve- 
loped into a general strike — we 
should avoid if possible the with- 
drawal of men from co-operative 
employment* * in order that the co- 
operative movement could be used 
as a food distributing agency on 
behalf of the workers. Local bodies 
are now being set up all over the 
country with a view to our plans 
being carried into effect”. 

Mr. Bramley repeated the fact 
that during the strike the National 
Union of Railwaymen utilized the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society’s 
bank, special facilities being af- 
forded by the provision of money 
that was backed by securities. 
Speaking of the future, Mr. Bram- 
ley explained that the plan is that 
trade union funds should be used 
for co-operative development, and 
that co-operative development 
should be utilized for the purpose 
of securing employment under 
guaranteed trade union conditions. 

“It is in order to make provi- 
sion for strikes that we propose to 


set up joint advisory councils all 
over the country”, added Mr. Bram- 
ley. “If we devise ways and means 
of looking after ourselves, the ob- 
ject”, he said, “is to develop co- 
operation not only nationally but 
internationally. Eventually, of 
course, we have in mind a Co-oper- 
ative Commonwealth representing 
the entire community. “What about 
the private trader?”, Mr. Bramley 
was asked. “The object is to elimin- 
ate the private trader”, replied 
Mr. Bramley. He added, “It is 
peaceful penetration. 

Tram Workers’ Wages. 

The recent award of the Interim 
Court of Arbitration, raising the 
wages of tramway and omnibus 
employees generally by 4/- week- 
ly, has precipitated a crisis which 
for some time past has been over- 
taking the urban transportation 
industry. The cost of reconstruction 
work has advanced to twice or 
three times the pre-war cost, and 
the Court’s decision will add close 
on £1,000,000 to the annual wages 
bill of the industry. An immediate 
increase of fares will be necessary 
up to the statutory maximum, but 
even the increase in fares will not 
prevent some of the weaker trans- 
portations from having to cut their 
losses and go out of business. 

Agricultural Wages 

A meeting was held at Kilmar- 
nock between representatives of the 
Farmers’ Union and Farm Serv- 
ants’ Union in Northern Ayrshire, 
at which the question of wages was 
under consideration. It was unani- 
mously agreed to recommend that 
an increase of 4/- per week on the 
present conditions be granted to 
married ploughmen, 5/ - per week 
to married byremen, and lj- per 
week to milkers. 

At the Hamilton half-yearly hir- 
ing fair, single ploughmen were 
engaged at from £34 to £37, all 
found; married ploughmen, 50 j- per 
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week, with free house and the 
usual perquisites; kitchenwomen, 
il8 to £21, all found; lads, £18 to 
i20; and girls, £12 to £15. 

At the Stirling half-yearly feeing 
iair, hiring was slow, owing to the 
demand of the ploughmen for a 
egular nine hours’ day, in addition 
o a Saturday half-holiday, com- 
bined with the wages asked. Married 
oien were engaged at from 52 j- to 
A/- weekly, with free house, gar- 
den, and no assessments; while sin- 
le men got up to £40 for the half- 
year, with board and londgings. 

Scottish Miners 

It was reported at a meeting of 

*he Executive of the National Union 
jf Scottish Mine Workers in Glas- 
O ow, tnat a settlement had been 
arrived at with regard to the Coal- 
ourn dispute. Mr. J. Robertson, M. 

presiuenc, said he had interviewed 
M ne Coal Controller on the charges 
i.or miners’ house coal, and the pay- 
ment and wages to oncost men in 
connection wun the five Delegates 
week. Delegates from twenty- 
one districts of Midlothian and 
iiaddingionshire attended a min- 
ers’ conference at Dalkeith, 
reports snowed continued activity 
at all the collieries throughout the 
Liothians. Full time employment 
was being secured generally i n 
practically all the mines since the 
strike of the railwaymen. There 
was a shortage of wagons at two 
collierries this week, which caused 
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temporary delay. The meeting con- 
firmed the appointment of Mr. An- 
drew Clarke as general secretary 
of the Lothians Miners ) Federation 
in succession of the late Mr. Joseph 
Young. 

Mr. Frank Anslow, the new pre- 
sident of the West of Scotland 
branch of the Association of Min- 
ing Electrical Engineers, at a meet- 
ing in Glasgow, said there was no 
doubt it was more difficult to ob- 
tain plant for collieries than for 
many other purposes, and that was 
a fact not without influence upon 
the small output being obtained at 
present. While admitting that it 
might be to the welfare of the 
country as a whole to have a Gov- 
ernment controlled and standard- 
ized supply of electricity, it would 
be a mistake to ignore the factors 
which might have an adverse ef- 
fect on the supply of power at the 
collieries. 

Big Contract in Danger 

Another big contract promises to 
be lost to Britain. American loco- 
motive builders have stepped in 
and tendered for fifty locomotives 
for the Egyptian State Railways, 
which usually buy about four-fifths 
of their engines and rolling stock 
from this country. Sir William Lo- 
rimer, of the North British Loco- 
motive Company, Ltd, told me in 
the course of a talk, that if the 
contract was indeed lost to Britain, 
in his opinion it could be due only 
to the fact that cost ^as higher 
here than in America, while there 
was also, the uncertainty regarding 
labor troubles. British manufactur- 
es ought to have had a prior 
claim. If we were allowed to com- 
pete on equal terms with the Amer- 
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icans, he added, we could easily 

hold our own. It is stated that if 
the contract goes out of this coun- 
try it will mean the loss of some 
£400,000 in wages. The value of the 
order is at least £500,000. 

Taxation fo Land 

Our present rating system was 
condemned as unjust in principle 
and injurious in practice at a con- 
ference in Glasgow, under the aus- 
pices of the Scottish League for 
the Taxation of Land Values. A 
resolution adopted on the subject 

declared that land should be taxed 
on its true market value, whether 
it was used or not, and houses and 
other improvements should be un- 
rated and untaxed. Mr. J. Dundas 

White, who presided, said Glas- 
gow's rates would work out at pro- 
bably more than 12/- in the £T. 
That meant that when new houses 
were built and occupied they would 
be subject to an annual fine of 
12/- in the £1. Increased subsidies 
meant increased rents; and so the 
vicious circle continued. They were 
out to unrate houses altogether, so 
as to encourage building in every 
possible way. The great difficulty 
w r as to get land on fair terms. Mr. 
P. Wilson Raffon, M.P., said that 
if land rated at £50 per acre was re- 
quired for public purposes, the 
owner should be paid £50 per acre, 
and not one penny more. If the true 
value of the land was £1,000 per acre, 
the owner should be paying rates 
and taxes on £1,000, whether the 
land was in use or not. Ex-Bailie 
Peter Burt poured scorn upon the 
members of Glasgow Corporation 
and local authorities generally. His 
remedy was to “sack the lot”. The 
press was full of warnings that 
bankruptcy was before the public. 
If a private business were mis- 
managed in the same way the share- 
holders would .very quickly change 
the directors and management. It 
was time the people took matters 
in hand. 

Serious Loss to Glasgow 

A glance over the Glasgow Cor- 
poration annual accounts reveals 
much of interest to the overburdened 
ratepayer. The lighting of “private 
streets and courts” cost the com- 
munity £9,285 last year and return- 
ed only £1,830. In the previous year, 
when lighting restrictions were in 
force, the cost was £7,274. Lighting 
of common stairs is another ex- 
pensive item. The expenditure was 
£77,366 and the revenue £27,816. 
The cleansing of private streets 
and courts from June, 1918, to May, 
1919, cost the ratepayers over £35,- 
729 and netted only a return of 
£21,510. Public weighting machines 
with an expenditure of £4,438 on 
wages, repairs, etc., brought in only 
something like £1,697. There is also 
a loss on the public halls administ- 
ered by the Common Good. Those run 
by the Police Department show an 
equal loss. Of the ten district halls, 
with a total rental of £3,819, the 
cost of maintenance, repair, etc., 
was £8,007. Parliamentary and law 
charges provide another example of 
what looks like pouring money 


down the sink. Under this heading 
we find, for Corporation Orders, 
general Parliamentary buisness, Po- 
lice Court appeals, solicitors 9 fees, 
and expenses there, is a charge of 
£917, which is feebly balanced by 
the return of £30 expenses award- 
ed against the respondents on ap- 
peal to higher courts against local 
verdicts. 

Sheep Grazing or Sport 

In connection with the grazing 
of Mar Forest, it was reported to 
a meeting of the West Aberdeen- 
shire Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittee that at the commencement 
of the season 5,000 head of sheep 
were put on this ground, and that 
later this number was increased to 
7,000. The sheep had done remark- 
ably well. It was further reported 
that several of the forests and 
grouse moors, which had been open 
for grazing during the last three 
years, were now to be clo-jod for 
sheep, and were to be used entirely 
for sport. The Committee, viewing 
this proceeding with considerable 
alarm, decided to report the matter 
at once to the Board of Agriculture 
for Scotland, and to point out the 
importance of steps being taken 
to prevent the return of these 
moors to their pre-war purposes — 
the preservation of deer and winged 
game. The importance of the mat- 
ter is evident from the fact that 
during the present season from 
12,000 to 14,000 sheep were pastur- 
ed on the forests and moors in the 
Western division of Aberdeenshire. 
The Board was also asked to make 
arrangements for representatives 
of the Committee to give evidence 
before the Departmental Commit- 
tee appointed to deal with deer 
forests and grouse moors. 

Ralwaymen’s New Aims 

It is now learned that following 
on the completion of the negotiations 
on several outstanding points of 
the railwaymen ’s present. All-grade 
National Programme, another big 
national programme will be launch- 
ed. The recent conference of Dis- 
tricts attached to the National 
Union of Railwaymen recommend- 
ed all branches to “sweep the 
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country”, so that at the next an- 
nual general meeting of railway- 
men at Belfast ground would be 
prepared for much more ambitious 
proposals. These are stated to in- 
clude a six-hour day, a wage ad- 
vance of £1 weekly, national and 
joint local control of all railways, 
and general control of railway 
industries in so far as they affect 
railwaymen. 

Stirling Policemen 

The new scale of pay for Stirling 
policemen has now been adopted 
by the Town Council. In future, 
constables will receive, including 
allowances, £3-16-6, and rise to 
£5-2-6 per week; sergeants will get 
£5-9-6 per week, rising to £6-2; and 
inspectors will be paid £310 per an- 
num, rising to £350, with 11/6 
weekly for boot and lodging allow- 
ances. 

Joiners Strike 

Kilmarnock joiners have struck 
work for an increase of three farth- 
ings per hour on their present wage 
of 1/9*4 per hour, so as to bring 
them up to the Glasgow rate. It 
is not expected that the men will 
have much trouble in getting their 
demand met. 
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I T is a strange but indubitable fact that although there are 
dozens of organizations which are now in existence to bok 
after the returned soldier and his dependents in regaining 
a foothold in ordinary life, there is not one that has undertaken 
to help the veteran who lapses sufficiently from good conduct 
to confront a criminal court. After four or five years of being 
under strict discipline in relation to those around them, but on 
the other hand accustomed to violence, bloodshed and strewn 
corpses as their daily atmosphere, it naturally happens that a 
certain proportion of the returned men cannot fall into the routine 
of normal and peaceful conditions on returning hor.e. The 
G. W. V. A. has frankly acknowledged that it cannot rec^gniz 
those who thus disgrace it, though at first there was so ne attem ) 
to grant free legal aid. There are those, hDwe.er, who rec gniz^ 
that while the offence of a man cannot be altogether condone 
merely because he has seen active service, yet the latter fact and 
the extent to which it may have influenced his mind and habits 
should be at least given due consideration. The feeling is tha 
these afford in many cases just the opportunity for trying more 
modern methods of dealing with the wrongdoer, particularly in 
the direction of the pr bation S 3 r ste n, under which the m$n i 
saved from imprisonment for what is his first offence, but thi 
conditional on his reporting, not to a police officer, but to a person 
approved by the court. 

At least one soldier-lawyer seems to share these views, f r 
last week in the Court of King’s Bench when two veterans were i: 
the dock and undefended, Capt. R. L. Calder, M C., stepped for 
ward and undertook the task, advancing to the judge arguments 
on the lines here laid down. All honor to such a spirit from an 
ex-officer and lawyer. This, however, is only an individual case. 
What is badly wanted is that some organized effort shall be made 
to see that every veteran shall at least have counsel, and also that 
his case shall be viewed in relation to the upset of his normal 
life which was due entirely to patriotic motives. 



iUtlmag Strike iKmilts 


T HE results of the great railway strike in Great Britain were 
not as clear as they might have been at the end of the 
strike, each of the various interests and factions making as 
nuch capital as possible out of the confusion and the quibbling. 
Now that the dust has settled, it is possible to see that the main 
facts of the settlement were these: — 

(1) That the Auckland Geddes proposals, put forward, not 
as a basis of negotiations but as the final offer cf the government, 
have, as such, been torn up like a scrap of paper; 

(2) That the question of standardization of wages, when 
resumed, will be discussed as a new question without reference 
to any previous negotiations that have taken place. This kills 
the suggestion of the 40s-minimum ($8.60) which roused so much 
anger among the railwaymen. 

(3) That the present war rate of wages shall remain the 
same until September of next year, instead of only till December 
31 of this year. 

(4) Finally, as long as the cost of living re xiains at its 
present height, no railwayman is to receive less than 51s (about 
$11.00) a week. 

It can readily be seen that the men have won here on the 
question of principle, since the dictatorship of Sir Auckland 
Geddes has been completely defeated, and his fixed minimum 
rejected But the struggle over a decent living wage, though 
starting from a more favorable standpoint than before the strike, 
s yet to come. What has happened is that the men have won the 
first round in the struggle between the old system and the new. 


A TEACHER’S VIEW 


The Editor, the 

“Canadian Railroader ’ ’, 

Sir, 

Your article in the issue of the 
8th, asking “Will Montreal Pro- 
testant Teachers Join the Union 
Movement?” certainly gave the 
teachers something to thmk about. 
Without pronouncing on the main 
subject of the article, will you 
allow me to correct a misapprehen- 
sion on the fart of the writer with 
reference to the interior economy 
of the Montreal school system? 

Evidently the writer’s expe- 
rience has largely been with auto- 
cratic boards; there are plenty such 
here in the Province of Quebec. It 
was only last winter that a board 
on the island of Montreal, hiring 
over two dozen teachers, flatly re- 
fused to listen to its teachers who 
asked for a salary scale with re- 
gular increases and the same rate 
of pay for teachers doing the same 
work; the teachers resigned in a 
body when their request was ignor- 
ed. The same board inflicts over 50 
children on some of its teachers who 
are doing work in the upper part 
of the course. 

In Montreal, the system of cooper- 
ation between board and teachers 
is one of the most democratic I 
know of. And in most cities, the 
suuperintendent is an expert educ- 
ationist, who has given his life up 
to this work, and was recruited 
from the teaching body. The teach- 
ers are represented by three organ- 


izations, the Women Teachers’ As- 
sociation, the Headmasters’ Asso- 
ciation (comprising the male prin- 
cipals of public schools) and the 
Men Teachers’ Association, of 
which all men may become mem- 
bers. These three association^ are 
continually making recommendations 
to the Board with reference to the 
educational aspects of school work 
and administration. Last year, 
during the salary agitation, there 
was the closest cooperation between 
the Women Teachers’ Association 
and the Men Teachers’ Association; 
and the present salary scale is 
.argely the work of the President 
of the latter association. Besides 
hese regular organizations several 
times every year meetings of the 
Drincipals are called together by 
the Superintendent. Very - often a 
ecommendation from one of the 
Associations is the subject for dis- 
cussion at one of these meetings, 
and the resulting recommendations 
nearly always arise from the ordin- 
ary members of these meetings. 

Practically every important educ- 
ational change of the last few years 
has arisen out of the discussion at 
such a meeting. Often the Board 
seeks the advice of the principals 
for the purpose of getting the point 
of view of those who will be res- 
ponsible later on for carrying out 
the change. Besides these organized 
meetings, once every year the 
Superintendent holds an informal 
meeting of the staff of each school 
when the teachers are invited to 
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Slavery by Injunction 

(Continued from page 1.) 


speak on any subject they may 
choose; for instance a teacher may 
suggest some change, or propose 
for discussion some topic of general 
interest, on which she and the 
principal do not quite agree, and 
each will have a chance of speak- 
ing. Th^e latter occurrences are 
rare, I am glad so say. But this meet- 
ing gives the individual teachers a 
chance to p.esent their view point, 
and if necessary would be a guar- 
antee against petty tyranny within 
the school such as is heard of in 
some places outside the city. 

For years the Montreal Protestant 
Board seems to have realized the 
potential wealth of educational 
knowledge and experience that it 
has stored up in its teachers, and it 
has not been slow to develop it for 
the purpose of improving its schools. 
Nevertheless, this cooperative pol- 
icy has not lessened the power of 
the Board to control the whole 
system — the control, however, must 
be easier just because of the cooper- 
ation. 


There are some teachers of initia- 
tive who dislike the uniformity 
needed in a large school system; 
they often call it red tape. But this 
uniformity is meant for the protec- 
tion of the children who move about 
very often; when they go from 
school to school, they fit in to the 
class doing the same work with a 
minimum of loss. And the carefully 
planned time table is a great help 
to the young teacher, if she would 
but think so; it represents the ac- 
cumulated experience of thousands 
of teachers who went before them. 

I thank you for this opportunity 
of explaining what might have 
misled some of your readers; the 
conditions of service described in 
the article, while true to type, do 
not apply to the system in vogue in 
Montreal. I also wish to thank you 
for keeping the matter of educ- 
ational reform so persistently be- 
fore your readers as one of the 
most important elements in a re- 
construction policy. 

Irving O. Vincent. 


they should be compelled by the 
court of law to work continuous- 
ly at whatever wages an em- 
ployer chooses to pay? If you 
are fair-minded you will ack- 
nowledge that if a workman is 
compelled by law to work he 
cannot strike, and if he cannot 
strike then the workman of the 
20th century is a slave, and as 
there can be no slave unless there 
is a master, then the employer 
is the master, and since there is 
no law that can compel the mas 
ter to pay the slave sufficient 
unto the needs of life, then that 
workman is not even a chattel 
slave, which means that he is 
the most abject of slaves — a 
wage slave. 

I wish to make this statement, 
to you of the upper class and 
you of the middle class — none 
of you are willing to subscribe 
to a doctrine of slavery as a solu- 
tion to the present industrial 
disturbances. I say that none of 
you will subscribe to this doc- 
trine over your signature. With 
all your desire for power and in- 
dustrial tranquility, none of 
you will endorse any plan that 
makes slaves of your fellow men. 
You simply do not understand 
the mess into which you are 
rushing. You do not compre- 
hend the far-reaching effects of 
legislation by injunction, to put 
the matter flatly. 

I am sure that you must see 
the impending danger if the use 
of the injunction as an anti- 
strike weapon should become 
general. You will admit upon 
examination that the industrial 
serfdom which would follow in 
the wake of this dangerous meth- 
od would produce a condition 
against which the moral fibre 
of every one in this great wide 
world who loves liberty and life 
would rebel with such irresist- 


ible power that it would roll over 
the forces of re action in a great 
tidal wave and destroy the mas- 
ters even as the slave-holders 
were in the South destroyed. 

Now that the strike is over of- 
ficially, faith in the injunction 
will have been greatly enhanced 
but the wounds caused by this 
drastic legislation will never, 
never heal. Although a tem- 
porary difficulty has been ad- 
justed the net loss is terrible. 

Please do not misinterpret 
this article. In discussing the 
situation as bluntly as I have 
done it has been my hope to 
show you the fallacy of the 
method employed in this strike. 
I have made no appeal to the 
passions. The hope is that Can- 
ada may grow and prosper, that 
industry may develop, that hap- 
piness may still come to the 
people, that we may fulfil our 
destiny as Canadian people, free 
and removed from the death and 
destruction involved in the great 
industrial clashes of the hour. 
Extreme measures either in the 
camp of the employer or the em- 
ployee could only bring misery 
and untold suffering. Let all 
profit by the mistakes of others. 
If reason and intelligence are 
employed there is no need for 
injunctions in Canada, and there 
will be no bloody wounds to 
heal. Let justice, human justice 
be our guide. 

Sydney Smith says : 

“The only way to make 
the mass of mankind see the 
infinite beauty of justice is 
in showing them, in pretty 
plain terms, the consequen- 
ces of injustice.” 

and this is precisely what I have 
attempted to do in this article. 

— G. P. 


Cream of the West Flour 

The Hard Wheat Flour 
That is Guaranteed for Bread 
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The Young Mans 
Best Recommendation 

A Savings Account is more than a 
start towards financial independence 
— it is a mark of character. 

One of the strongest recommenda- 
tions in the world of business that a 
young man can present is a Mer- 
chants Bank Pass-Book, showing a 
record of consistent savings. 

A Savings Account may be opened 
with $1.00 which shows how highly 
we regard the accounts of those who 
desire to save. 

The Merchants Bank of Canada 

350 Branches and Agencies in Canada extending 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Savings Department at All Branches 
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If it's a 
DE LAVAL, 
It's the best 
that money 
can buy. 


De Laval 

Standard of the World 

Cream Separators, Milkers, Gas 
Engines, Silos and Dairy and 
Creamery Equipment of every 
character. 

THE DE LAVAL Company, Limited 

MONTREAL PETERBORO WINNIPEG 
EDMONTON VANCOUVER 
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RAILROADERS 

Ask for “ROSE” BRAND 
Ham, Baconand Butter 

IEEEEEEE And Get Satis faction ~*~*~*~*~*~* 


Canadian Packing Company, Limited 

TORONTO, PETERBORO, BRANTFORD, MONTREAL, HULL. 
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(OTTAWA VALLEY BRAND) 

Pure New Wool 

UNDERWEAR 

in two-piece garments and com- 
binations. Its cosy warmth and 
long service, its elastic and un- 
shrinkable qualities, make 0. V. 
BRAND the Railroad man’s fav- 
orite underwear. Your dealer 
should carry it. 

Manufactured by 

BATES &INNES, Limited 

CARLETON PLACE, ONTARIO 
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Established 1834. 


Incorporated 1907. 




Limited 


ST. JOHN, N. B., Canada 


Brass, Iron and Steel Foundries 
and Machine Shops. 


LOCOMOTIVE AND MARINE WORK 
A SPECIALTY 


Branches at: 

Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Vancouver. 
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AN OPEN LETTER 


(Printed in the Ottawa Citizen.) 


To The Great War Veterans 


By DAVID LOUGHNAN 

Editor the Veteran; ex-member G. W. V. A. Advisory Committee; ex 
member Dominion Executive, G. W. V. A.; ex-president Provincial 
Command of British Columbia. 


Note: The views expressed herein 
are made solely on my own respon- 
sibility and do not in any way im- 
plicate or reflect official opinion of 
the Great War Veterans ’ Associa- 
tion of Canada. If unacceptable to 
the majority of my comrades I am 
prepared to resign from the editor- 
ship of The Veteran and follow, 
independently, the course which I 
consider inevitable — political action 
which will replace the present in- 
competent government with a Na- 
tional People’s Party, representa- ! 
tive of the common weilare an I unm-| 
fluenced by the prostitution of 
wealth and party intrigue. 


As one of the three members of 
the G.W.V.A. Advisory Committee 
of the Cabinet, which resigned two 
weeks ago as a protest against the 
government’s incomplete plan of 
soldier civil re-establishment, it 
has been apparent to me for some 
time that the final outcome of par- 
liament ’s decision would be a wide- 1 
spread demand for political action 


by veterans. The utter incompet- 
ence displayed by the government 
in dealing with this issue squarely 
and effecting a comprehensive and 
final settlement has hastened and 
increased the desire for direct 
action. The climax was reached last 
Friday when parliament shuffled 
its responsibility on to the Can- 
adian Patriotic Fund and broke 
faith with our dead comrades by 
consigning their widows and de- 
pendents to the patronizing care of 
semi-official charity — until next 
year’s session of the House. Par- 
liament placed twenty-five or thirty 
millions dollars in the charity fund 
for the purpose of opening soup 
kitchens and preventing widows, 
orphans and crippled soldiers from 
starving this winter. This was done 
after a thousand assurances of 
sympathy, a thousand declarations 
of national bankruptcy, a thousand 
recitals of magnanimous treatment. 
And after all the canals, public 
buildings , railway stockholders and 



Description 


Had travelled 7,000 
miles yet was practi- 
cally good as now. 

Only slightly worn in 
centre of tread. 

Valued by its owner 
for it s wear resisting 
qualities. 


If you j udgo a tire by 
the milage it gives* — 
equip your car to- 
day with Partridge 
Tires they are game 
as tlieir name. 


other needy friends had been look- 
ed after. 

To my mind there is but one so- 
lution, and that is to organize and 
prepare to make a clean sweep of 
the present House and substitute 
true representatives of the people 
The democracy of the trenches was 
no vain illusion but a living reality 
which conquered death and remains 
with all who suffered in its cause. 
The torch which was lit in the hell- 
fire that illumined countless inky 
nights of horror and sacrifice short 
months ago is ours to hold high. 
We cannot break the faith for which 
our comrades died. We as veterans, 
are not alone in our desire and de- 
termination to see representative 
and honest government. Neither do 
we alone suffer the burdens which 
have been placed upon the people 
as a whole by the incompetence of 
he present political aggregation — 
government and opposition alike. 

In the new demand for political 
action there is, however, one great 
danger—the danger of attempting 
to build up a military class distinc- 
tion or soldier bureaucracy. The 
soldier-citizen is not, and must not 
allow himself to become separated 
from his fellow-civilian into a class 
apart and distinct. Class legisla- 
tion, or, as the Hon. Arthur Mei- 
ghen is pleased to term it, “ occup- 
ational politics”, is responsible for 
the present state of public indigua 
tion and unrest. We have had far 
too many men in parliament repre- 
senting privileged “interests” in- 
stead of their constituents ; too 
many lawyers and too few laymen; 
too many manufacturers and too 
few labor representatives; too many 
political colonels and too few of 
the rank and file.If the soldier goes 
into politics he must represent ci- 
vilian and veteran, for legislation, 
to be effective and just, must be 
in the interests of the state and 
calculated to benefit all. There is, 
after all, but little difference be- 
tween the progressive aims of vet- 
erans, labor, farmers, and all who 
toil honestly either with brain or 
brawn. Why should they not adopt 
the motto of the cooperatives — 
“Each for all, and all for each”! 

At the present time a small group 
of financial interests rule Canada. 
All who differ with their policies 
are labelled “Bolshevists”, or 
“foreign-born agitators” — even 
though they served in the trenches. 
The reactionary group believe ma- 
chine guns to be the best means 
of preserving the status quo. In 
anticiipa J’.on of industrial trouble 
this winter they have quietly or- 
ganized militia units in the various 
big centres. They intend to remain 
in the saddle and have laid thtfi 
plans accordingly. At the next gene- 
ral election they will put up soldier 
candidates — men of the political ge- 
neral type, colonels and majors who 
may be depended upon to obey the 
party whip and keep their mouths 
shut. They have, however, reckou 
ed without a greater force over 
which they cannot retain control — 
public opinion — which Napoleon 
described as “an invisible and 
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mysterious power which it is im- 
possible to resist.” 

Public opinion will not be on the 
ide of the veterans if they decide 
.o separate themselves from the re- 
nainder of the population and force 
jlass legislation upon the country. 
Lt is not in their own interests to 
Jo so. The election of a soldier 
parliament would immediately re- 
mit in a reaction of feeling against 
-he veterans. That does not mean 
hat no veterans should be elected 
:o parliament, but that those who 
ire so chosen should be carefully 
selected. There are twenty-one sol- 
lier members in the present House, 
but no one would have, the hardi- 
hood to suggest that they repre- 
.ented the rank and file of vet- 
erans during the recent soldiers’ 
ivil re-establishment inquiry. The 
perspective of high commissioned 
.ank naturally differs from that of 
he plain “Tommy”. But it is the 
Tommy who needs re-establishment 
ind not the major-general. I do not 
mean to infer tnat all officers 
-hink alike. A real man will play 
lie game no matter how many dis- 
inctions may be showered upon 
aim. 

The events of the past twelve 
months have convinced me that the 
/eterans of Canada must enunciate 
ji policy and throw the weight of 
.heir strength into the political 
irena. They can no longer remain 
Hoof. They have as plain a duty 
.o perform as they had in the 
.renches, and the same principles 
-o uphold — the battle of the op- 
t ressed. The people of Canada are 
iick to death of party politics and 
are looking for a leau. Why should 
aot the veterans swing in behind 
a National People’s Party which 
will eventually rid us of the pre- 
sent political incubus? Thereby we 
Jiould assist in bringing about a 
co-operation and unification of in- 
terests which alone can produce 
aational contentment and prosper- 
ity. An allied movement of this 
uature, whole-heartedly supported 
and uuseilishly undertaken by the 
men whom the Hun could not lick, 
would prevent the disintegration 
of the Great War Veterans’ Asso- 
ciation, bind the people together, 
and cement national prosperity and 
contentment. 

Proportional representation is 
the key to the situation. 


Page 12 


THE CANADIAN RAILROADER 


November 15th, 1919 


•fr •b *-•- <i> 
* 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

* 

♦ 


4 * ♦ 4 * 4 * 4 * ♦ 4 * 4 * •* ♦ * 4 * -•- * -*■ * •* -« 

MONEi r 


•i* ♦ ^ ^ ^ 

♦ 
* 
4 
♦ 
♦ 
* 
♦ 


* ♦ •§• 4 * -♦- 4 * ♦ 4 * -♦■ ♦ ♦ 4 * *|* ■♦• 4 * -♦■ * -•■ 4 * ■♦- 4 * ■♦• 4 * ♦ 4 * * -•- 4 * ♦ 4 * •♦• 4 * ♦ * ♦ 4 * ♦ 4 * -♦- 4 * -•- 4 * ♦ * 

(Contributed) I to justify my argument. I'd like 

Are we facing the facts when we' t0 . *?*"*?" _ wo ““ ir \ the 

lk flhnnt stam nin<r „„* the red , red _ h * ht distnct and get her story. 


talk about stamping out the red 
light district in Montreal? Are we 
facing the facts or talking to hear 
ourselves talk? I wonder? Have we 
started our work at the source ? 
Is not prevention better than cure? 

There are three questions if prop- 
erly answered I believe would solve 
our red light district problem. I 
speak particularly of Montreal but 
the same thing may be applied to 
any other large centre in Canada 
or the United States. 

Now I’m no-t going to preach a 
sermon, I don’t know how to. I’m 
not going to take a text, I don’t 
know one. I’m pot even going to 
attack anybody’s character but I’m 
not going to talk tame. 

Let’s state some facts and you 
and I consider them. 

You can’t run a red light district 
without women, any more than you 
can operate a steam engine without 
hot water. We will admit that. 
Everyone will. Thus far my argument 
stands. 

Now let’s be candid. A city like 
Montreal cannot exist in the present 
era of civilization without the pre- 
sence of a few lewd women. Show 
me one of her size and I’ll admit 
my error. But we have more than 
our share. We have women in our 


if 1 did that I believe I would get 
the concrete solution of the pro- 
blem. If I did that, I would be mis- 
understood. I would be frowned 
upon and society would say that 
my contact with the ‘‘Women at 
the Well” had made me unclean. 

I have talked with some of these 
women as they have come before 
the Recorder’s court here. Their 
cases do not differ from others ol 
their kind throughout Canada. What 
did they say? 

They wanted the money. 

The entire business was revolting 
to them. That was an indication 
that their finer sensibilities had not 
yet been destroyed. Let me cite 
one case. 

“When the kid died, I said to 
hell with decency”. That was the 
preface of a story told me a few 
weeks ago. This is the story: A girl 
erue.ly treated by her husband f.ei. 
with her little two year old boy, 
to Montreal to be rid of him. She 
went to work in a prominent gro- 
cery store. The wages were not 
enough to keep the two in comfort. 
It afforded the bare necessities of 
life. 

Then came the “flu”. The kiddie 


red light district who may yet b e 'contracted it. There was no money 
saved. We may all admit this. for the service of a physician. No 
Again up to this point my argument monc y to meet hospital bills. No 

hope and hatred toward society. 


stands. So far so good. 

Did you eve* ask yourself the 
question: What takes women into 
the red light district? Your wife 
nor my wife woudn’t be attracted 
there — now would they? Well, then 
what is the lure? 

I’ll tell you. 

MONEY. 

Who is there to refute the state- 
ment? 

Again the argument stands. 


The kiddie weakened and died. 
“When the kid died, I said to hell 
with decency ’ ’. That ’s the yearn she 
told. I believe it’s true. 

She became a profiteer in souls 
instead of a profiteer in bacon or 
butter or eggs or some of the more 
popular lines of profiteering. That 
woman is in Montreal ’s red light 
district to-night. She might have 


The woman I tell you about makes 
$100 a week. In the grocery store 
in g to grocery stores in particular 
is a price on decency to the woman 
who is disgusted, down and out. She 
makes many times the amount I 
do. Doubtless more than the major- 
ity of my readers do. 

She is after the money. 

She is in the class of those who 
might be saved. 

If you haven ’t seen the reason 
why women go to the red light dis- 
rict, by the foregoing, then I will 
point it o\t to you. It’s the wages. 

The wages of sin is death. Very 
well. The wages paid by some of 
our employers is sin. I’m not referr- 
she made ten dollars a week. There 
now. The result to a certain class 
of their employees is death. 

I’ve talked strongly in this 
article. If I have offended anyone 
I don’t ask their pardon. I have 
stated facts. 

The nucleus of Montreal’s red 
light district lies in her sweat 
shops. In spite of federal laws, in 
spite of provincial laws we have 
these sweat shops. 

There are many girls in Montreal 
and other parts of Canada to-day 
who leceive from six to ten dollars 
a week for their work. Would you 
expect your daughter to live on that 
and remain decent ? Answer the 
uestion for yourself, you don’t 
require that I should do it. 

When the people who realize 
great profits, who live like lords 
and who ape decency but fail to 
show it through their pay roll 
awake to the fact that the young 
girl of to-day must live and clothe 
herself no matter what the wages, 
remember that they and they alone 
are providing recruits for the red 
l ght district of Montreal and every 
other large centre. Then and not 
until then may we be able to check 
the stream of women who wen i 
their way nightly toward these dis- 
tricts. 

The time has come when we must 
quit quibbling with this question if 
we should save our sisters and our 
have spoken bluntly 


been saved. She might be saved 
even yet. Where is the man — I ask ; daughters. I 

Now having got the safety valves > r ° u — who sa J rs 1 lie and who says and if I have hurt anybody’s feel- 
popping let’s get down to* facts. fchat m .Y analysis is wrong? Let him ings, I reiterate I do not ask thier 
Thid is no time for kid gloves. I ve s ^ an d forth. pardon. 

‘read over the constitution of the — - - 

Fifth Sunday Meeting Association. 

It sounds like Utopia with a sprinkl- 
ing in Heaven. No paper has yet ♦ 
published this sort of an article * 
and if the “Canadian Railroader” a* 
fails to use this because it doesn’t £ 
like its frankness,' I’l throw the * 
constitution into the garbage can * 

— forget the Utopia and declare # 
that the sprinkle of Heaven is a 
myth. 

Now we understand one another 
all round and I shall proceed to my 
analysis. 

The whole trouble with our red 
light problem in Montreal and all 
over Canada — and I have studied 
it — is that we have been scared to 
face it frankly. I’ll knock the chip 
off you’re shoulder at the outset. 

Let me be frank in my own case 


Buy EDDY’S Matches j 

- ■ % 

♦ 

MADE BY FAIRLY PAID ? 

* 

CANADIAN LABOR under * 

FAIR CONDITIONS AND 
SOLD AT A FAIR TRICE. 

—Always, Everywhere, in Canada, 

Ask for EDDY’S Matches 




Someone has said, more distin- 
guished than I: 

“Man must work and woman must 

weep 

“Through the seas be wide and the 
waters deep 

“And the harbor bar be moaning”. 

Permit me to say: 

“Man must work and woman must 

weep 

‘If the wage be small and the 
service cheap 

“While the God of Lust be beckon- 
ing.” 

DIGGING COAUd WAGES 

(Contributed) 

There is a big coal strike on in 
;he United States. Where does the 
Canadian miner and the Canadian 
business man stand in the matter? 
in other words, where does the pub- 
lic stand? 

So far as can be ascertained the 
coal miners of the United States 
are on strike because the operators 
will not permit them to work full 
time. There has often been the old 
cry against labor, “ we don’t mind 
giving increased wages out; when 

e do they won’t work.” 

Now the boot is on the other 
foot. The miners are satisfied with 
the wage, but the operators refuse 
to allow them to work full time. 
The business men of Canada under- 
stand this situation. A day or so ago 
I was chatting with one of Mon- 
tral’s most prominent business men 
and this is what he said: 

“I hear the United States min- 
ers are striking because the oper- 
ators wont allow them to work all 
the time comes the operators cur- 
‘his strike. The Welsh miners 
struck for the same thing. It has 
come to a show down and now it 
is full time or no time. The miners 
are right.” 

That’s the general impression 
among business men in Montreal. 
The world has been crying for coal 
for the past five years. There is no 
question of a market. There is no 
question of price. This is the first 
'ime the North American continent 
has been able to do its share in 
supplying coal to the world. When 
he tome comes the operators cur- 
tail the output to keep prices up. 

The miners have refused to stand 
for it. “Full time or no 'time”, is 
the battle cry. No one likes strikes. 
The striker doesn’t like them. But 
they are a necessary evil. In this 
case the strike is particularly neces- 
sary. 

No doubt, and perhaps before 
this article sees print American 
merchant ships will be calling at 
North Atlantic ports in Canada for 
bunkering. Let us make one pro- 
phesy. When they do will arise 
complications. The miners of the 
Nova Scotia fields are U.M.W. men 
and when Yankee ships come to their 
ports seeking bunkering with their 
coal there i9 bound to be trouble. 

The miners of the United States 
in this fight have the business men 
of Canada with them There seems 
to be little question of that. Of the 
miners there is no doubt. 
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r“M ASTER MECHANIC 

■ ■I union IWB made 

OVERALLS 

For Railroad Engineers and Firemen 

Dressy enough for the crew of the crack “Limited,” and with strength a plenty for the men^ 
who haul the cannon ball freights. 

“MASTER MECHANICS ” won’t rip or tear; they are made to stand the strain of a strong 
man’s job, and fit as comfortably as an old shoe. 

“MASTER MECHANICS ” are made in a Union Shop, from good heavy cloth, in blue and white 
stripe, plain black, and light and dark blue shades. They retain their shape and are reinforced 
wherever extra strain comes. Seams are double stitched; fly and side openings have continuous 
facing to prevent tearing and every button hole is whip-stitched. The overalls have seven large, 
handy pockets, the coat six — two of these being combination watch and pencil pockets ; cinder 
proof collar; detachable brass buttons on coat; four-piece sliding 
web suspender, with no-slip brass snap fastener; high back, high 
bib, and extra roomy seat. 

“MASTER MECHANICS” are sold on a-new-garment-or-your- 
monev-back guarantee, which guarantee, plainly printed in black 
and white, is to be found in the pockets of every suit leaving our 
factory. Look for this label on your next suit of overalls. 

Western King Manufacturing Co. Limited 


WIIPEG, Maiibba 
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A distinguishing feature of the Kodak 
is the aut gri^hic back as shown in the 
above illustration. This distinctive feat- 
ure, which si also incorporated in the 
f lding Brownie cameras, makes possible 
an identifying record of date and title 
written beneath the negative they de- 
scribe at the time of exposure. 

CANADIAN KODAK CO., LIMITED 
Toronto, Canada 
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New and Used Machinery 


WOODWORKING- MACHINERY, 
MACHINE TOOLS, ENGINES, 
BOILERS, MOTORS, 
PUMPS, 

CONTRACTORS’ EQUIPMENT. 


Our machinery supply department carry 
a complete stock of shafting, hangers, 
pulleys, belting, machinists’, millmen’s 
and engineers’ supplies of every descrip- 
tion. 


H. W. PETRIE, Lm ted 

FRONT STREET WEST, - - TORONTO 
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T HE statesmanlike and prophetic 
utterances of many of our 
politicians, and presidents of more 
or less important bodies, at annual 
banquets and like affairs, where 
said utterances are not intended for 
the baldheads present but for the 
lambs that read them in the papers 
later — and here's hoping that the 
reporters will fix the English and 
the logic — are of an uncommon 
high order, in that they are designed 
for all emergencies and to save the 
face of the orators, no matter what 
happens. 

It is quite a treat for us ignorant 
people to read, once in a while, 
about some idiot who gets up on his 
legs and throws off his chest pre- 
cisely what he knows and believes. 
He will never be an awe-inspiring 
statesman, or a magnificent figure 
at the head of a mahogany board 
table, but at least he is not in the 
clouds and has the marks of human 
origin. 

I am thinking of going into this 
statesman and leader-of-the-peepul 
business myself. The less you know 
the more qualified you are. If you 
knew more, you would say less, 
and perhaps, indeed, develop some of 
the closeness of an oyster. If you 
do happen to know anything, let 
somebody else say it, and then you 
can approve or throw bricks accord 
ing to the needs of the situation 
All you require is a ponderous air 
and a few tricks of camouflage 
that woulrty 't deceive your wife 
for a minute. If you make blunders, 
make them impressively, and no 
Doubting Thomas will dare to con 
tradict you. 

When I want to hear human 
beings talk as they feel on human 
problems I go to a labor meeting 
or to a meeting of social welfare 
workers. When stern duty forces 
me to other sorts of meetings where 
distinguished speakers are to per- 
form, too often I come away with 
the feeling that this something of 
the sort of impression I have receive 1 : 

“Ahem — Mr. Chairman and Gent- 
lemen — ahem. I am honored to be 
asked to address this notable gather- 
ing, though not half as honored as 
you ought to feel at being addressed 
by me. 

“We are to-day on the edge of a 
social upheaval, the changes in 
which must be approached and 
handled with that wisdom and 
statesmanship for which — I say it 
in all humility — for which I am 
noted, and in which I will tolerate 
no contradiction or amendment 
from those less informed, whatever 
their vanities may lead them to 
believe. 
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CLARK’S 

Canadian Boiled Dinner 


♦ 

f 


E5T< 


24 




This Legend on the Tin is 
a Government Guarantee of 
Purity. 

W. CLARK, Limited, Montreal 

Canada Food Board , License No. 14-21(5 
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‘I repeat, with all the emphasis 
that lies in my power, that we are 


“I think that, after giving the 
matter much thought and review- 
ing it from all angles, as is possible 
only with a superior intellect like 
mine, that the world will retain 
its spherical shape during the com- 
ing year, always provided, of course, 
that there are none of those except- 
ional circumstances to encounter 
and to which all prophecies are more 
or less subject. As to the problem 
of labor and capital, the laborer is 
worthy of his hire and I would be 
the last to deny him food, clothing 
and shelter, and freedom for his 
soul and all that sort of thing, you 
know. I have always been the cham- 
pion of democracy 3,000 or more 
miles away. I would give to the 
worker all that he asks, in words, 
in fine sentiments. They are cheap, 
and I have an abundance of supply. 
But to get to the crux of the ques 


lead us to chaos and — I say it in all 
seriousness — to the verge of revolu- 
tion and anarchy. 

“In conclusion, let us be of good 
cheer in this vale of tears, let us 
face the future with that self-same 
Spartan courage as of yore, for, 
note it well, and let those who heed 
not beware, the sun still rises in 
the east and the little stars go 
twinkling, twinkling on . I thank 
you. ' ' 

# * # 

P RODUCE more ! Economize 
more! I notice that various 
plentycrats are doing both and 
setting an example to the common 
herd. They'll have a sweet little 
eating function, for instance. 
They'll send out gold-edged invit- 
ations to a hundred other economists 
to come in their limousines and furs 
and diamonds. All the guests will 


Ton what is to be done? Yes, what sit down in evening dress in the 
is to be done I Will you pledge blue-and-pink room. There will be 
yourselves to do it, standing to- , five carloads of silver, cut glass 
gether as one mauf Of course you \ china, flowers and fancy linen on 
will! You don’t know what you .the tables, and the electric light 
will do, but you will do it just the bill will be a fright. The butlers 
same, like the fine upstanding and men-slaveys and other animated 


leaders of thought and action that 
you are! 

A wheat crop will be raised in 
the west next season by the com- 
bined agencies of nature and human- 
ity, and there is a strong possibility 
I might almost say, a very strong 
possibility — that it will be a bump- 
er one, unless the weather and other 
circumstances are found to be 
working in the opposite direction, 
n which case low marks may be 
touched, and we may, indeed, weep 
in the face of utter failure. 

The transportation problem 
will be acute, a condition unfortun- 
ately inseparable from transport- 
ation conditions since Babylon, 
when, as you will all remember, 
the poet Euphrates epitomized the 
situation in that memorable stanza 
which begins with the noble words: 
Tekel, tekel, to horse, to horse! ' 

The government of the country 
will be beset by difficulties due to 
the incompetence of the previous 


to-day on the edge of a social up- government,, but which, as long as 
heaval, the like of which has been 1 the Blank party remains in power, 
a semi-annual occurrence since the I will be met and conquered with 
days of William the Conqueror, wisdom, sagacity and whole-souled 
and perhaps before then, for aught devotion, and which, if a Blink 
I know. party succeeds to power, may well 


ornaments will be on parade in full 
regimentals. 

Then the poor little meal, prepared 
by a French chef, will be carried in 
on silver trays, while the Polynesian 
jazz orchestra strikes up “See the 
Conquering Hero Comes". The repast 
will be partaken of. with much 
gusto, as the society editress says 
in preference to using her own lan- 
guage. 

After which the economists will 
have a reviver of imported wine at 
ten dollars a whack. The tips at the 
close of the performance will enable 
the various tippees to raise the 
mortgage or go into the poolroom 
business. 

* * « 

T is said that no man is a hero 
to his valet. I will say more ; 
that the valet is often the greatest 
hero of the two. He is the guide, 
philosopher and doormat of the great 
man, who uses his valet's work 
and ideas as his own, and who 
spends a good deal of his time 
thinking up new and violent forms 
of expression to use on or about 
said valet. 

I am not thinking only of the 
chap who shaves the augutt chip 


or lays out the July socks. I am 
thinking specially of secretaries, 
J | private, public and plain. A secre- 

* tary who has the brains to get be- 

* ! low the table when there is any 
credit going, and the brains to 
allow himself to be kicked below 
it when he gets somebody's initials 
twisted on a letter, is a jewel, 
usually underpaid. He can run any- 
thing from a society climber to a 
government, and keep the signals 
set and the safety cocks in order. 

If all the secretaries in the world 
were in the American Federation 
of Labor and called a general strike 
some fine day, wfiat a lot of large 
Roman-nosed gents, heavy in voice 
and often just as heavy in the 
head, would be cadging for jobs as 
day laborers ; what a lot of society 
column ladies with the grand man- 
ner would be suffering from house- 
maid's knee! 

There is a wee bit of sneaking 
recognition of the value of the se- 
cretary in some walks of life. Some 
few institutions even go so far as 
to admit that if it weren 't for the 
secretaries, heaven help the insti- 
utions. But the general rule is to 
keep the secretary sweating in the 
background, while the Roman-nosed 
gents and the ladies with the grand 
manner do the strutting before the 
crowd, only unbending sufficiently 
now and then to hand the secretary 
another wallop. At the same time, 
they are praying in their hearts 
that the ass will be around at nine 
a.m., as per usual, to prevent any 
spilling of the beans. 

There is, of course, a kind of 
ecretary who wears capitals, as 
distinguished from the small “s" 
secretary, or the “ sec.-treas. ", or 
he secretary who is just “per". 
This kind of secretary may have 
graciously accepted the secretary- 
ship of some state department, for 
instance. But I am talking of real 
secretaries, little and big, with and 
without titles — the fellows who do 
the work. 

When I read of the election or 
the appointment of a President, or a 
Chairman, or a Convener, and see 
his or her picture in the papers, 
completely surrounded by noble 
sentiments, I sometimes wonder 
what obscure and inoffensive clock- 
paincher has been yanked in as se- 
cretary to do the job and to hold 
out his hat for the dirt. 

K. 0. 
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The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada 


Its Only Aim Is The Welfare of The Masses. 


The people of a nation cannot advance beyond the men who make its 
laws, and the Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada exists to see 
to it that the workers by hand and brain are directly represented in the 
law-making bodies of the Dominion; to find, train and elect the right men 
of our own class in order to secure the kind of legislation that will protect 
and advance the interests of the workers. 

It will wage warfare on plutocracy, despotism, economic privileges 
and upon all the evil forces which burden the people and rob them of that 
happiness of living which is their fundamental right. 

It is a non-partisan educational and political association, and because 
of the manner in which it is organized can never become the instrumem 
or plaything of a small group of any class, particularly of wealthy men 
The aim is the attainment of true democracy. 

WE PLEDGE OURSELVES:— 

To support all municipal, provincial and federal educational plans 
where the evident purpose is to raise the standard of education in eu 
lightened and progressive ways; to present truthfully and fearlessly 
through the medium of Fifth Sunday Meetings and our. own press, the 
1 * Canadian Railroader”, the latest and most important political, social and 
industrial developments; 

To advocate the abolition of property qualifications for the franchise 
or for election to public office; the adoption of the Initiative, Referendum 
and Recall, and of proportional representation in all forms of public 
government; universal suffrage for both sexes, on the basis of one person, 
one vote ; the transfer of taxes from improvements, and all products of 
labor, to land values, incomes and inheritances; 

To advocate prison reform, including introduction of the honor and 
segregation systems, and abolition of contract labor; the enactment am 1 
rigid enforcement of child labor laws; pensions for mothers with dependent 
children; regulation of immigration to prevent lowering of industrial, poli- 
tical or social standards; development of the postal savings and parcel post 
systems; financial and other assistance to farmers through co-operative 
l A nks and by other means; government development of co-operative pro- 
ducing and trading associations for the benefit of the consumer; 

To advocate extension of workmen’s housing schemes and the labor 
bureau system ; provision of technical education for every willing worker, 
according to his capacities; more effective inspection of buildings, factories, 
workshops and mines; minimum wages; a rest period of not less than a day 
and a half per week for every worker; government insurance of workers 
against sickness, injury and death ; maternity benefits and old-age pensions : 
better Workmen’s Compensation Acts; representation of the workers on al 
public boards and on boards for the supervision of private enterprises 
union labor conditions in all government work; adequate pensions and op 
portunities for soldiers and their dependents; 

To advocate freedom of speech and of the press, and a law compelling 
all newspapers and periodicals to publish in all issues a complete list of 
shareholders and bondholders. 

“The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada” is financed en 
tire'y by its members who contribute $2 a year in membership fees. If a 
local has been established in your city $1 remains in the local treasury an-1 
the other dollar is sent by the local organization to our Dominion Head 
quarters, 60 Dandurand Building, Montreal, Que. In case no local has bee 
established in your community, send the membership fee of $2 directly to 
Dominion Headquarters. 

The funds accumulating in the Dominion Headquarters are used fo* 
political and educational propaganda; the development of the organization : 
the preparation of pamphlets and leaflets and th^ financing of the various 
political campaigns where favorable opportunities develop, to elect our 
candidates. The treasurer is under bond and the books are audited by a 
firm of accountants. 

An application blank will be found below Merely fill out the appUca 
tion blank, buy a postal order for $2 and send it to Dominion Headquarters 
Your membership card will be forwarded by return mail. Join this grea* 
organization in the interests of education and clean politics. Today is tin 
day and this is the hour. Become a member now. 


► * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ * 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


To the Secretary, 

The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada, 

General Headquarters, 60 Dandurand Building, 
MONTREAL, Que. 

I hereby make application for membership in “The Fifth Sunday 
Meeting Association of Canada.” I subscribe and agree to pay, 
while a member, the yearly fee of $2.00 in advance. 

Name 

Amount paid Address 

City 


Date 


Province * 

j Make all cheques and money orders payable to “ The Fifth < 
Sunday Meeting Association of Canada . ” *} 

Official membership card will be mailed from headquarters , ^ 

with copy of platform, constitution and general rules. 

♦* ♦*♦*♦*■ ♦' *• ♦' *■ ♦' *■ ♦ * ♦' *' ♦ *' *•“ * 
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FISHER BODY COMPANY 

of Canada, Limited 



Manufacturers of 

AUTOMOBILE 

BODIES 


Walkerville, Ont. 


> 

1869-1919 

■ The Royal Bank 

► 

of Canada 


HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL 


40 Branches in 
CUBA 
PORTO RICO 
SAN DOMINGO 
COSTA RICA 
and 

VENEZUELA 

17 Branches in 
BR. WEST INDIES 
BR. GUIANA 

and 

BR. HONDURAS 

CANADA 

and 

NEWFOUNDLAND 


EDSON L. PEASE, Vice-Pres. & Mng. Dir. 
Sir HERBERT S. HOLT - - - - President 
C. E. NEILL General Manager 


615 

BRANCHES 


With our chain of Branches through- 
out Canada, Newfoundland, the West 
Indies, Central and South America, 
we offer a complete banking service 
to exporters, importers, manufactur- 
ers and ofhers wishing to extend their 
business in these countries. Trade 
enquiries are solicited. Consult our 
local Manager or write direct to our 

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT, MONTREAL 
Canada. 

Capital paid-up & recerve funds $34,000,000 
Total Assets $490,000,000 


r ♦ 
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WHAT DO YOU UNDERSTAND BY 

The more you trade with Simpson’ s the more you 

will realize the true meaning of “SERVICE ” as 
applied to the MAIL ORDER BUSINESS. 

MAIL ORDER “SERVICE” p 

Reduced to the simplest and most concise form 
“Service” means a square deal in every way. 

“SERVICE” or the policy of “The Square Deal” is 
the strong foundation upon which the Simpson Mail 
Order business is built. 

“SERVICE” in the Mail Order business means 
reliable goods at honest prices. It means careful, absolu- 
tely true description and illustration of merchandise. In 
these particulars Simpson’s have always maintained the 
very highest standard. 

“SERVICE” means the quick shipment of your 
goods when your order is received. Inside of one day 
from the time your order is received by Simpson’s, the 
goods are hurrying to you as fast as the Canadian Mail 
Service can take them. 

“SERVICE” means that the price quoted in the 
Catalogue is the total cost of the article to you. Simpson’s 
ship every order prepaid. 

SERVICE” means the privilege of returning any 
article for any reason and receiving your money by return 
mail Simpson ’s are never satisfied with any transaction 
until you, the customer, are completely pleased. 

These are just a few of the points wherein Simpson 
Service excels. 

Is is any wonder that Simpson customers grow to 
regard Simpson Service as a very valuable, tangible 
asset? 


TORONTO 


SIMPSON’S 


REGINA 
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